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Medical  Officeh  of  Health’s  Office, 

14,  Temple  Street,  Birmingham, 

February  3rd,  1896. 


TO  THE  (JASTLE  BROMWIOH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1 beg  te  hand  you  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  al)ove  i )i.strict  loi-  the  year  18!Ll. 

The  District  consists  of  tlie  following  Rarishes  and  Hamlets; — Casth*  Bromwich, 
Water  Orton,  Curdwoi'th,  Minworth,  and  Wishaw. 

AREA. 

The  area  of  the  whole  District  is  7,7*24  aci'es,  made  u[)  as  follows: — ( 'a.stle 
Bromwich,  2,701;  Water  Orton,  023;  (hirdworth,  1020;  Minworth,  1.050;  and 
Wishaw,  1,230. 

POPULATION. 

The  Census  of  1891  showed  the  popuhition  to  h(‘  2,293,  while  in  the  middle  ol' 
1895  I estimate  it  to  have  been  2,409.  I have  been  favoui-ed  by  the  Aston  School  Hoard 
with  a copy  of  their  annual  enumeration  of  inhabited  houses  in  those  poi-tions  of  the 
District  comprised  in  Castle  Bromwich  and  Water  Orton,  so  that  1 have  no  doubt  the 
estimate  of  po])ulatlon  is  tidily  accurate  in  these  Districts  ; while  in  (hirdwoidh,  Minworth, 
and  Wishaw  there  has,  I believe,  been  hut  little  change.  1 estimate  the  population  of 
the  District  to  he  made  up  as  follows: — Castle  Bromwich,  907;  Water  Orton,  GIO; 
Curdworth,  292  ; Minworth,  480  ; and  Wishaw,  180.  This  gives  a density  of  pojmlation 
of  204  per  sipiare  mile. 

BIRTHS. 

Eifty-one  births,  24  males  and  27  females,  have  been  registered,  giving  a birth-rate 
of  20*05.  The  hlidli-rates  of  the  suh-divisions  were  ; — Castle  Bromwich,  9*92  ; Water 
(Orton,  13*11  ; Curdworth,  34*24;  Minworth,  31*25  ; and  Wishaw,  50*0.  ’fhe  very  low 
birth-rates  in  the  two  most  populous  Divisions  is  worthy  of  record. 

DEATHS. 

There  have  been  31  deaths,  15  males  and  10  females,  registered,  giving  a death-rate 
of  12*55  per  1,000  per  annum.  The  death-rates  of  the  sub-divisions  were  ; — Castle 
Bromwich,  9*92;  Water  Orton,  13*11;  Curdworth,  10*27  ; Minworth,  10*00;  and 
Wishaw,  10*00.  The  death-rate  generally  is  satisfactory. 


INFANTILE  MOETALITY. 

Eight  of  the  deaths  were  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a rate  per 
1,000  registered  births  of  156.  This  figure  compares  unfavourably  with  that  for  1894, 
which  was  92,  and  indeed  is  considerably  higher  than  that  of  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 
County  of  Warwick.  On  looking  at  the  causes  of  death,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  every 
case  death  resulted  from  circumstances  over  which  sanitation  has  no  control.  For  example, 
two  of  the  deatlis  were  from  premature  birth,  two  from  marasmus,  two  from  congenital 
malformation,  one  from  bronchitis,  and  one  from  intestinal  irritation.  It  would  appear, 
therefore,  that  the  increased  infant  mortality  was  due  to  causes,  social  rather  than 
sanitary. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE. 

There  were  only  3 deaths  from  Zymotic  disease,  viz.  : — 2 from  Typhoid  Fever, 
and  1 from  Diarrhoea,  and  of  the  Typlioid  Fever  1 was  impoited  into  the  district,  and, 
moreover,  occurred  in  a person  not  belonging  thereto.  In  ad<lition  to  tliese  tliere  were 
notified  12  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever;  2 of  1 )i])htheila ; 1 of  'ryplioi'd  kever  ; 1 of  Continued 
Fever  ; 1 of  Puei-peral  Fever  ; and  3 of  Erysi})elas  ; so  that  during  tlie  year  oidy  22  cases 
were  notified,  compared  with  30  in  1894.  The  whole  ol‘  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  occurred 
at  Castle  Bromwich  in  the  months  of  January,  March,  April,  June,  July,  and  August,  and 
were  sporadic,  and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  no  less  than  1 1 of  tlieni  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Mospltal.  The  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  resp(?ctlvely  at  ( Castle  Bi'omwich 
and  Mlinvorth.  The  one  at  Castle  Bromwich  was  slight  and  was  not  associat(‘d  with 
sanitary  defects.  4'he  one  at  Mlnworth  was  moi‘e  severe,  and  1 found  that  the  basement 
of  the  house  was  damp  and  Insulliciently  ventilated,  whih;  tin*  drainage  was  defective  and 
an  old-fashioned  trap  was  inside  the  house.  Alterations  were  ettected  and  the  deficiencies 
remedied.  Two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fevei-  (one  fatal)  occurred  in  one  house  at  Mlnworth, 
and  I could  not  with  certainty  determljie  the  cause.  The  water  supply  was  not  very 
good,  but  was  common  to  other  houses  in  which  no  cases  occurred,  while  the  drainage, 
though  not  altogether  satisfactory,  showed  no  serious  defects.  A case  of  Puerperal  Fever 
occurred  at  Castle  Bromwich  and  proved  fatal. 

'fhe  total  cost  of  notification  was  .£2  15s. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

'fhere  has  been  an  extension  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation  mains  at  Castle 
Bromwich,  so  that  this  sn])])ly  is  now  available  to  the  houses  recently  built  in  the  road 
near  the  Castle  Inn.  1 have  analysed  4 samples  during  the  year,  the  results  of  which 
will  be  found  in  Table  D in  the  appendix. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Plans  of  6 new  houses  have  been  approved,  and  indeed  the  buildings  are  now 
completed,  while  9 houses,  the  plans  of  which  were  passed  last  year,  have  also  been 
completed.  Of  these  6 are  at  Castle  Bromwich  and  9 at  Water  Orton.  An  iron  chapel 
has  also  been  built  at  Mlnworth,  and  a [xJice  station  is  in  course  of  erection  at  Castle 
Bromwich. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  long  delayed  and  much  required  sewering  of  Water  Orton  lias  received 
attention.  Plans  were  drawn  out  Ijy  Mr.  J.  E.  Willcox,  A.M.I.C.E.,  and  an  enquiry  was 
held  by  Major-General  Crozier,  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and,  as  a result, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  sanction  was  I'eceivcid  to  borrow  tlie  sum  necessitated  by  the 
work. 

In  the  Slimmer  1 received  a request  from  tlie  Trustees  of  the  Gastle  Bromwich 
School  that  1 would  report  to  them  on  wliat  alterations  I considered  desirable  in  the 
sanitary  arrangements.  In  conse(|uenC(^  1 made  a careful  inspection,  and  made  suggestions 
as  to  improvements  In  ventilation,  cloak-room  accommodation,  warming,  ttc.  I also 
pointed  out  the  desirahility  of  a complete  le-construction  of  the  external  sanitary 
arrangements  and  drainage,  and  the  more  important  jiart  of  the  work  has  already  been 
carried  out. 

\'A('('1NATI()N. 

The  table  forwarded  bv  the  Vaccination  ( dlicer  shows  that  this  important  branch 
of  sanitary  work  has  Ixarn  eiiicientlv  canled  out  as  usual. 

GENERAL  SANriABY  WORK. 

The  Insjiectoi’  has,  as  usual,  elliciently  carrit'd  out  the  various  duties  a|)j)('r(aining 
to  his  office.  De  has  disinfected  all  liousi's  where  it  has  heen  desirable  for  this  to  be  done 
in  the  public  interest.  lie  has  also  ins[)ected  the  Bakehouses,  Slaughter-housi'r,.  and 
Cowsheds,  and  has  taken  proceedings  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  in 
conclusion  I can  say  that  not  only  has  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Di.strict  heen 
maintained,  but  steps  have  been  taken  which,  in  the  immediate  future,  will  tend  still 
further  towards  material  Improvement. 

I remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  BOSTOCK  HILL,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1895  in  the  CASTLE  BROMWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages, 
and  showing  also  the  Area  and  Population  of  such  District,  and  the  Births  therein  during  the  Year,  together  with  Birth, 
A.  Death,  and  Zgmotic  Rates,  and  the  Rate  of  Infant  Mortality. 
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THE  SUBJOINED  NUMBERS  HAVE  ALSO  TO  BE  TAKEN  INTO  AOOOUNT  IN  JUDGING  OF  THE  ABOVE  RECORDS  OF  MORTALITY. 


Table  of  Neiu  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  Year  1895, 
in  the  CASTLE  BROMWICH  Rural  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Siimmaiy  of  Sanitaiy  Work  done  in  the  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Department 

during  the  Year  1895. 


c. 


Description  of  Work  Performed. 

Hos. 

Plans  of  Hew  Houses  appoved  by  Committee 

6 

„ Hew  Houses  Built 

15 

„ Iron  Chapels  Built 

1 

,,  Police  Station  in  Course  of  Construction 

1 

Of 

(TJ 

0 

« S 

"S  a; 

^ 0 

2 m 
^ c 
.2  0 
■g  ’-*3 

'a  ^ 

|l 

i 

K ^ 

s K 

0 

/ Foul  Conditions 

Dwelling  Houses  J Structural  Defects 

2 

1 

1 

and  Schools.  Overcrowding 

( Unfit  for  Habitation 

Lodging  H0U.SOS 

Dairies  and  Milk.shops 

Cow  Sheds 

10 

Bakehouses 

8 

Slaughter-houses 

Canal  Boats 

10 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

Deposits  of  Refu.se  and  Manure 

16 

1 

Water-Closets 

1 

1 

j Defective  Traps 

6 

8 

3 

House  Drainage  • Ho  Disconnection 

4 

2 

2 

( Other  Faults 

S 

4 

4 

AVater  Supply 

12 

.3 

Pigsties 

6 

3 

Animals  improperly  kept 

4 

2 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Huisances  ... 

Other  Huisances 

4 

2 

2 

Totals 

91 

18 

18 

Hos. 

Seizures  of  Llnwholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

12 

,,  „ found  Adulterated 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

1 

4 

„ ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  ...  ...  ..  ...  . 

4 

Note.  -Where  an  inspection  or  notice  enibraces  more  than  one  defect,  it  may  be  enumerated  separately  as 

regards  each  siicli  defect. 

ITIKCAUTIOHS  AOAIHST  IHFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ... 

4 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

7 

Schools  ,,  „ ,, 

Prosecutions  for  not  notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease  ... 

2 

Convictions  ,,  „ ,,  „ ..... 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things 

Convictions  „ „ „ „ ...... 

Table  D 


WATER  RESULTS  OF  ANALYSES 

Expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 


No.  of  Water.  | 

LOCALITY. 

Hate. 

Total 

Solid 

Matter. 

Ammonia 

Free. 

Ammonia 

Organic. 

Nitrogen  as 

Nitrates 

and  Nitrites. 

Chlorine. 

R KM  ARKS. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Castle  Bromtvich,  nr.  Castle  Inn 
Castle  Bromwich,  The  Green 
Minworth,  nr.  Hare  Hounds  Inn 
Castle  Bromwich,  nr.  School,,^. 

May  30th 

June  26th 
Aug.  24  th 

74 

80 

160 

74 

0-016 

0-001 

0 

0004 

0-0-20 

0014 

0-014 

OOIG 

2 - .53 

3- 52 
0-22 
3-85 

2-6 

4- 7 

3-4 

5- 5 

New  Well 

Diphtlieria  occurrud  licru. 
Typhoid  occurred  here. 

Complaint  ma<le  to 

Insi>cctor. 

Table  E. 


Proceedings  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875-9.  Description  of  samples 

taken  for  Analysis  during  the  year. 


No. 

Date. 

Article. 

REMARKS. 

1 

Alarch  1 5th 

Coffee 

Genuine. 

2 

?? 

Tea 

Genuine. 

.3 

;) 

Cocoa 

Genuine. 

4 

Hec.  29th 

Coffee 

Genuine. 

5 

Pepper 

Genuine. 

6 

J) 

Oatmeal 

Genuine. 

7 

Tea 

Genuine. 

8 

>5 

Butter 

Genuine 

9 

Coffee 

Adulterated  with  15  % of  Chicory.  Cautioned  by  Committee. 

10 

)) 

Butter 

Genuine. 

11 

n 

Tea 

Genuine. 

12 

Oatmeal 

Genuine. 

CASTLE  BROMWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


F. 


Return,  showing  the  number  of  Births  Registered,  together  with  the 
number  of  such  cases  successfully  Vaccinated  or  otherwise  disposed 
of  in  the  above  District  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1895. 


VACCINATION 

DISI’KICTS. 

No.  of  Births  Registere  d 
during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1895. 

No.  of  these  cases 
successfully 
Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible 

of 

Vaccination.  j 

1 

Died  before 
Vaccination.  ! 

Cases  under  1 

Postponement. 

1 

_ 1 

Removals  to  other 

Districts  out  of  the 

Union. 

1 

1 

No.  of  cases  not  to  be 

found. 

No.  of  cases 

remaining  Unvaccinated 

at  date  of  this  Return. 

j;2] 

[3]  _^  . 

[E 

[3] 

[G] 

['] 

[8] 

[9] 

r r 

Uastle  Bromwich  ... 

9 

(i 

• - ■ 

1 

1 

Water  ( )rton 

10 

7 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Curdworth 

12 

6 

••• 

1 

... 

... 

5 

Minworth 

15 

10 

3 

2 

Wishaw 

5 

4 

... 

1 

... 

Totals 

51 

:3;i 

5 

.3 

10 

NOTE.  As  the  Public  Vaccination  for  ( hirdworth  and  Minworth  ispeiTormed  half- 
yeailv,  six  of  the  cases  in  Oohnun  !)  had  not  attained  the  age  for  Vaccination  at  the  time 
apiKjinted  in  October  last.  (One  case  at  Water  Orton  and  theone  at  (lastle  Bromwich  wei’e 
also  under  the  legal  age  for  Vaccination  at  the  date  ol  this  lleturn.) 


Aston  Union  Offices,  Vauxhall, 
2utli  Jdiiuarij,  IS'.Hi. 


J.  J.  STEPHENS, 

Vaccinatio'ii,  Officer  for  Asto'ti  Unio'n. 


